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Abstract

The research deals with the ethical and social repercussions of religious
tourism on the Iragi society because of its huge cultural and religious
heritage that qualifies it to be the inspiring source of societal reform in all its
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directions to bring society to the lowest deviations that threaten its family
entity and its human resources.

The researcher reached many conclusions, the most important of which
was the significant increase in divorce rates in the two governorates under
study as the highest percentage among the Iragi governorates according to
the available data despite its limitations, which is a dangerous indicator of
the family entity of the Iragi society and a clear absence of the spiritual and
ideological reflection of religious tourism on the behavior of society as a
family and the interaction of individuals.
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Estimating the Global Scale of Religious Tourism — Examples of Visits to Special Events

V++m — Kumbh Mela Y+ Y-)Y - mass Hindu pilgrimage where Hindus gather at the Ganges and river
Godavari every Y years -

bathing for purification from sin is considered especially efficacious: Y++) —Y+m; Y+ Y —Y+m (Hindu)
#
% | Y+m— Shrine to Ayyappan at Sabarimalai, India (Hindu -estimates for this vary with numbers up to 1+
million being claimed) #

Y +m — Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mexico (Christian) #

! °m - Arba’een, Karbala - visit shrine of Imam Hussein in Karbala, Iraq during rba'een -, Iraq
(Muslim) (2Im in 2012; c.15m in

fett;ete-Vémin YoV e & Yoo docimin ¥ M) #

) ¥m — Harmandir Sahib / Darbar Sahib (Golden Temple) in Amritsar, Punjab (elsewhere cited as ¥ +m)
(Sikh) #

) +m — Tirumala Venkateswara Temple, Tirupati / Bala-Ji, India (elsewhere cited as ¥ +m) (Hindu) #

) *m - Nanputuo Temple, Xiamen, China (Buddhist) #

Am - Annual feast of the Black Nazarene in Manila, Philippines in January Y+ )Y (c.¥Ymin Y+ +A).

Am — Lourdes, France (Christian) #

Am — Western Wall, Jerusalem, Israel (or "m) (Jewish/Christian) #

1,m - Basilica of the National Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida, Brazil (elsewhere cited as Y *m)
(Christian) #

Im — Vrindavan, Braj (elsewhere °+ +k) (Hindu) #

°m — Dvaraka / Dwarka, Gujarat (Hindu) #

°m — Jasna Gora monastery, Czestochowa, Poland (Roman Catholic) #

£-© m — Fatima, Portugal (Christian) #

¢m - World Youth Day in Manila (every ¥ years), Philippines ) 44° c.£¢m attended the closing Mass;
c.Y,Ym-WYDY::+in

Rome; ¢.),Ym - WYD) 43V in Paris; ¢.), ¢, WYDY+ ) in Madrid; c.Ym WYD) 3AY in Buenos Aires
Ym - Qadiriyyah shrine in Kano. #
% | Ym - Bengali gathering, called Bishwa Ijtema (World Gathering) of Tablighi Jamaat which attracts
Islamic followers from
around the world in Tongi near Dhaka.

Y'm — Hajj, Makkah, Saudi Arabia (Islamic) (including ),A million from overseas & c.*,Y°. unregistered
pilgrims)

Y'm - Canterbury Cathedral — St. Thomas Becket (Christian)

Y-¥m attended the Iglesia ni Cristo's (INC) Grand Evangelical Mission at the Quirino Grandstand in
Manila, Philippines.

Y,Ym — Wutai Shan (Daoist) #

Ym - Basilica of St. Thérése, Lisieux (Christian)

Ym — Kadhmayn, Baghdad, Iraq (Islamic) #

c¢.),m second largest Tabligh Jamaat - Raiwind, Pakistan. Since Y+ ) Pakistan divided the ljtema into
two parts and total )

million People attend the ljtema.

),° million pilgrims — Santiago de Compostela, (YA +s+ + + receiving the compostela), Galicia, Spain
(Christian) #

V-Y,em Knock, Co. Mayo

) million Catholics gathered for the mass at Saint Peter's Square, to celebrate John Paul II's beatification
on May \Y Y.M; c.Y,e
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million participated in a beatification mass held by Pope John Paul II in Blonia Park, Krakéw, Poland
and an

estimated ),Y° million people attended a Papal mass by Pope John Paul Il in the Phoenix Park, Dublin,
Ireland on

Y4 September ) 3V4 - about one third of the population of Ireland.

Ym — Montserrat, Spain#

Ym - Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lichen in Lichen Stary, Poland (Christian)

Ym — Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, India (Hindu) #

Ym — El Rocio, Cadiz, Spain (Roman Catholic) #

Ym — Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem (Christian) #

Ym - lasi, Moldavia - Saint Parascheva's Day

Aveyees - Kevelaer, Germany

1Yo, ++ Amarnath Cave, Kashmir (Hindu) #

LEEPERR + — Taishan Temple, China (Daoist) #

Y+ +s+++ — Hua Shan Temple, China (Daoist) #
Y+ +5+ v+ — Quingcheng Shan (or Oingcheng Shan), China (Daoist) #
Yo.

s+ ++ — Emei Shan, China (Daoist) #

Yo«,+++ —Jona, Inner Hebrides off the western coast of Scotland (Christian) #
Y+ +s+ v+ — Huzhuan, Shandong, China (Roman Catholic) #

Y+ +ye 0o+ — Taizé, Burgundy, France (Christian) #

)+ vy v v — St Bishoy Monastery, Wadi El Natroun (Coptic Christian) #

Y+ vy v — Walsingham Shrine of Our Lady Norfolk, England UKChristian) #

o+, v+ pilgrims — Malaudi celebrations, Lamu, Kenya (Muslim)
£¥,+++ — Lumbhini, Nepal (Buddhist) #

Y+-Yo,+++ — Etchmiadzin (Armenian Apostolic Christian) #
Y+,+++ - Croagh Patrick Ireland (Christian)

)¢5+ ++ — Qufu, Shandong, China (Confucianism) #

As+++ — Lough Derg, Donegal, Ireland (elsewhere Y+5+ + +) (Roman Catholic) #

Y;0++ — St Albans, UK (Christian)#

Table is based primarily on data drawn from the ARC (¥ + ) ¢) estimate of world figures (marked with
‘#’) but data are

supplemented with information from a broad range of media and academic research.
(aded &) dwaal)
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Figure 1. Religious Tourism’s Stakeholders
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